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ASIAN AMERICAN GIVING CIRCLE OF GREATER HOUSTON

2010 REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

All materials must BE RECEIVED by 5 p.m. Central Standard Time on Friday, September 17, 2010.
Overview

The mission of the Asian American Giving Circle of Greater Houston (AAGC or Giving Circle) is to encourage philanthropy in the Asian American/Pacific Islander (APA) community, to contribute to the community in a strategic and meaningful way and to bring a new source of funding to nonprofit organizations serving the APA community throughout the Greater Houston area. Our strength lies in our collective giving; by pooling our funds, we make a more effective, powerful impact together than we could through individual contributions. The Giving Circle provides the opportunity to learn about issues, organizations and giving opportunities in the APA community, and aims to pass on a tradition of philanthropy to a new generation.

The AAGC will distribute up to $10,000 in grants to support APA-focused organizations, projects and activities throughout the Greater Houston area. Nonprofit, tax-exempt 501(c)3 organizations (or projects with a fiscal sponsor meeting this designation) are eligible to apply. New and emerging organizations or programs meeting these criteria are welcome to apply. Applicants must meet the Giving Circle’s mission in that the proposed activity or project serves Asian Americans/Pacific Islanders in the Greater Houston area.

For additional information about the Giving Circle, please go to our website at www.asianamericangcgh.org.
Eligibility

· Proposed programs must benefit the Asian American/Pacific Islander community.

· Proposed programs must serve individuals in Harris, Fort Bend, Montgomery, Brazoria, Galveston, Liberty, Waller, and/or Chambers counties.

· Organization must either have a 501(c)3 designation or have a fiscal sponsor with a 501(c)3 designation.
· Organization should demonstrate broad-based support from the community.

· Organization should demonstrate organizational fiscal responsibility.

· Organization should demonstrate that it provides services without discriminating on the basis of gender, sexual orientation, ability, age or religion.

The Giving Circle will not award grants for the following:
· Debt reduction; operational deficits

· Endowments or memorials

· Partisan, political lobbying or legislative activities

· General fund drives or annual appeals

· Fraternal, sectarian and religious organizations where the grant is intended for the principal benefit of the organization’s own members or adherents, or where the grant is intended for inherently religious activities

· Private foundations

· Legal expenses incurred in any action by or against the organization

· Fundraising activities or events

· Sports teams or any sports-related activity or competition

Review Process/Timeline
The AAGC has a three-part Grant Application process:

(1) Grant Application: Each organization must submit a completed Grant Application. You will also be asked to submit various supporting documents (see Grant Checklist on page 3). Grant applications must be received by the submission deadline of September 17, 2010 (5:00pm CST). The AAGC Grants Committee will review all Grant Applications and select 3-4 organizations to present at the Annual Meeting.
(2) Annual Meeting: Information about each organization will be sent to all AAGC members. In addition, representatives from each of the organizations will be invited to attend AAGC’s annual meeting to participate in an informal dialogue with our members. At the meeting, AAGC’s members will then vote on the grant recipients, with each member casting one vote and the majority deciding the final grant recipients and award amounts. The annual meeting will take place in October. Upon completion of the voting process, grant checks will be distributed to agencies by November 2010.
Evaluation

AAGC requires that the grant recipient submit an evaluation report upon expenditure of grant funds. All grant funds should be expended within one year of receipt of the grant. AAGC emphasizes the use of evaluation to measure program progress and outcomes, promote learning from experience, improve program performance and encourage our grantees to build effective self-evaluation plans into their projects. Copies of the report form can be found on our website at www.asianamericangcgh.org.
Submission

Completed Grant Applications may be submitted by:
(1) Mailing one (1) hard copy of a complete application plus supporting documents to:
Asian American Giving Circle

415 Bunker Hill

Houston, TX  77024
OR
(2) Emailing an electronic copy of a complete application plus supporting documents to:
info@asianamericangcgh.org.
Note: if emailing application packet, please be sure all documents are in

Word 97-2003-compatible format, or PDF format.

All materials must BE RECEIVED by 5 p.m. Central Standard Time 
on Friday, September 17, 2010.
ASIAN AMERICAN GIVING CIRCLE OF GREATER HOUSTON

GRANT APPLICATION CHECKLIST

All of the following documents must be received for the application to be considered complete:

· A completed grant application

· A copy of the latest determination letter from the Internal Revenue Service

· A copy of the most recent organizational budget

· A detailed program budget (if applying for program funding)

· A copy of the organization’s most recent financial statement (audited if available)

· A complete copy of the organization’s most recently filed IRS Form 990 including Schedule A
· List of the Board of Directors

· Letters of support (optional; please limit to 3)

If the organization is applying through a fiscal sponsor, the fiscal sponsor must provide the following:

· A letter of commitment from the fiscal sponsor

· A copy of the latest determination letter from the Internal Revenue Service

· A copy of the most recent organizational budget

· A copy of the organization’s most recent financial statement (audited if available)

· A complete copy of the organization’s most recently filed IRS Form 990 including Schedule A
· List of the Board of Directors

ASIAN AMERICAN GIVING CIRCLE OF GREATER HOUSTON
GRANT APPLICATION

General Information

	Name of Organization:
	

	Mailing Address:
	

	
	

	
	

	Website:
	http://

	Organization budget:
	$ 

	Year founded:
	

	Geographic area of service:
	

	Annual number of clients served:
	

	Number of volunteers involved:
	


Executive Director/CEO Contact Information:

	Name:
	

	Phone:
	

	Fax:
	

	Email:
	


Primary Contact for Grant Application (if different from Executive Director):

	Name:
	

	Title:
	

	Phone:
	

	Fax:
	

	Email:
	


Does the organization have 501(c)3 status?     ( Yes     ( No

If no, please provide information about your fiscal sponsor:

	Organization:
	

	Organization budget:
	

	Contact Person:
	

	Title:
	

	Phone:
	

	Fax:
	

	Email:
	

	Website:
	http://


What is the organization’s mission statement?

Please tell us about your organization’s major accomplishments or achievements of the past two years.

How does your organization engage the community in your work (e.g. volunteers, donors, etc.)?
How did you hear about the Asian American Giving Circle of Greater Houston?

Program Information

	Program Title:
	

	Program Budget:
	$

	Grant Request:
	$

	Program Timeline (time period grant will cover):
	


Explain the need for this program within the community, including evidence of that need.

Describe the target community for this program.

Provide a detailed program summary, which answers the following questions:
(1) What you plan to do, including specific activities for which you seek funding?
(2) How do you propose to staff the program/project (include names, titles and brief summaries of the qualifications of the individuals who will carry it out)?

(3) Why is your organization particularly qualified to address this situation?
(4) Is this a collaborative project?     ( Yes     ( No

If yes, please list the other organizations/partners participating and their roles.
(5) What are the overall goals of your program/project (include number people to be served; how the community will be impacted)?
(6) Please list specific outcomes of the program/project. (Outcomes are the benefits for program participants, both during and after their participation in program activities, i.e., how you will know that the service made a difference to the client.)

(7) What evaluation tools will be used to measure program outcomes and success?
(8) If this is a continuing or expanded program, please list your previous quantitative and qualitative outcomes.
Funding Information

What other sources of financial support (foundation, corporation, individual and/or in-kind support) exist for the program? Please provide the information below:
	Name(s) of Organization
	Amount
	Grant Period
	Received, Pledged or Pending?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Describe the plan for the continuation of the program beyond this funding period.
Describe how the program will be implemented if the full grant request amount is not approved.

______________________________________________________________________________

Printed Name of Executive Director/CEO

______________________________________________________________________________

Signature







Date

�
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